
  

 

OPEN HOUSE OF PRAYER: Saturday 
March 7th: 7am-12pm 
On Saturday, March 7th from 7am-12pm we will open our 
church for prayer. This is another opportunity that we are 
offering apart from Sunday morning worship this Lenten 
season!  
People of all ages are welcome to come experience prayer 
in different ways. We will have the  sanctuary open for 
prayer, the cafe will be open with the Labyrinth set up. 
Rooms upstairs will be set up with interactive prayer      
stations for both adults and children. When you arrive you 
will be welcome to travel throughout the building and 
choose one or multiple ways to pray. You will be welcome 
to stay for as short or long amount of time as you'd like.  

RENEW! Wednesday night vesper 
Our F5 Sunday School class has worked hard to create a mid week experience full of      

fellowship, reflection and worship for everyone!  RENEW will be held bi-weekly            

beginning March 4th and will start at 5:30pm by sharing a catered meal in the Fellowship 

Hall. After dinner, everyone will go to the Sanctuary for a time of reflection/worship; 

candles, prayers, testimonies, readings, music and communion. RENEW will end at 7pm.  

Dates for RENEW! 

March 4, March 18, April 1, April 15, April 29 and May 6 

You can RSVP through the connect card on Sunday 

morning or by emailing  

Melissa Rea - mr144@evansville.edu.  

If you have any other questions, please contact  

Jason Stephens - jstephens@vscpas.com 

*The March 4th meal will be from Fazoli’s and    

feature spaghetti, salad, breadsticks and cookies. 
There will be baskets to make donations to help off-
set the cost to provide a catered dinner each week. 



  

 

March Sermons Preview 
WORSHIP SERIES FOR LENT 

“Speaking from the Font; The continuing story as we come up from the water of our baptism” 
This series will encourage storytelling from our faith community. Each of us has a unique story to tell. NOW is the time to begin 
telling them.  This series will feature Bible characters each week and a part of his/her story. In addition, there will be a couple 
of Sundays when I will present the sermon in a first- person format which helps to bring the Bible to life and make it relevant 

for us today. 
  
MARCH 1: Holy Communion, First Sunday of Lent, “Abram’s Story of Darkness” Genesis 15:12-17 
As God makes his covenant with Abram, who will become Abraham, the dream reveals some startling news about the future of 
the Hebrew people and the suffering they must endure before they are eventually delivered by Moses. 
  
MARCH 8: “Nicodemus; A Story of ‘Secret’ Conversion” John 3:1-17 
Nicodemus was a member of the Sanhedrin which was made up of Sadducees, Pharisees and Priests. After hearing Jesus teach; 
he felt a pull towards Jesus. Knowing that it was risky to be seen with this radical rabbi, Nicodemus comes to Jesus in the safety 
of darkness at night. He asks profound questions that lead to life changing answers. 
 
MARCH 15: “Unnamed Lady; A Story of Acceptance and Redemption” John 4  
This time, the person telling the story is a very unlikely one. She is a Samaritan woman of questionable moral character. She 
encounters Jesus at a well and receives much more than water to drink. Although leery at first of this Jewish rabbi, she soon 
comes to be drawn to him as the thirsty are drawn to water.   
  
MARCH 22: United Methodist Women Sunday 
  
MARCH 29: “Lazarus; A Story of Death and Resurrection” John 11  
Lazarus will tell us his tale that seems unbelievable and yet has too many witnesses not to be validated. As a close friend of  
Jesus, his death was a blow to the heart of God. Being held accountable by Mary and Martha, Jesus does what he does best; 
the unexpected. 

A round of applause for everyone who made Faith Promise Sunday a success. The real rocker stars of the day were 
Debbie Feagley and Dave Ralston. Their passion comes out loud and clear for the Pharmacy program in Guatemala, as 
part of Mission Guatemala, and for the Special Needs Youth Group. The final pledge total is not tallied; but after that 
initial Sunday, $31,000 has been pledged for the next mission year! Additional pledge cards are available if you missed 
the opportunity to donate.  

Faith Promise, as you all are aware, is your own pledge and agreement 
you make with God to support services the Mission team supports. I want 
to share how God works. After that Sunday, I had the opportunity to talk 
to a couple looking for a new church to worship. They asked why I felt led 
and supportive of NUMC. I explained the many worship services, Sunday 
school classes, children and youth programing, etc. and ended with our 
mission services. I had a brochure and both read it entirely. After reading, 
they looked at each other and asked if they could make a donation, although they did not belong to our church. I was 
handed a check for $500 and was told to use it however your group feels led. Amazing grace is all I can say.  

Don’t forget the church is planning to send another team with a minimum of 10 people, but we could take more,     
February 6-14, 2021, to Guatemala. We have paid the first down payment to reserve our spot and we have been told 
the project cost is covered already as well. If you are interested in making a life changing trip and would like to be a 
part of a passionate mission team, contact Ken Hurless. Your life will forever be changed in an amazing way. 



  

 UPDATE AND FORWARD 

Rev. Craig W. Duke 

Over the next months, my hope is to keep you updated as to the progress and events of our United Methodist                
Denomination.  I do not believe that this is a time to be anxious but rather to be hopeful.  This hopefulness comes from 
our God who give us hope in all things. 

A TIME LINE 

May 5-15 2020:  The General Conference of the Global United Methodist Church will have its regularly scheduled (it 
takes place every four years) legislative meeting to discuss the ministries and polity of our 12 million- member                
denomination.  OF SPECIAL INTEREST this year, is the major discussion about the denomination’s official decision in regard 
to human sexuality as it pertains to persons of the LGBTQIA+ community.  The current proposal that is being highly        
regarded by many in our denomination is titled: 

THE PROTOCAL PLAN:  to read the proposal in its entirety, you may find it at: 

https://cdnsc.umc.org/-/media/umc-media/2020/01/03/15/48/Protocol-of-Reconciliation-and-Grace-through-Separation 

This plan in its final and formal written form for the General Conference, must be accepted by a  2/3rds majority. 

JUNE 11-13 2020:  The Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church will take place in Marion, Indiana at Indiana 
Wesleyan University to do the tasks of our annual meeting of all the United Methodist Churches in the state of Indiana.  In 
addition to Pastor Craig who is our official clergy representative, Bob Sexton is the voting Lay Delegate from our            
congregation. 

October 10:  A special called one day session of the Indiana Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church.  At this 
special session, the delegates will vote as to which branch of the United Methodist Church that we will continue to be a 
part of in regard to the General Conference Decision.  This special session will be held at St. Luke’s United Methodist 
Church in Indianapolis. 

 

In addition to this timeline, there will be gatherings offered for our congregation to come together to discuss and share 
and disseminate the information after each one of the above events.  I am committed to serving Newburgh United     
Methodist Church to the best of my abilities in humble service to my Lord Jesus Christ.  Together we will navigate this new 
and uncertain future but with the certainty that God will lead the way.  I encourage all of us to ask questions, dialogue and 
take time to pray for each of the above experiences knowing that God does hear our prayers.  

State of the Church: Protocol, Perspective,  
and Priorities 

A Conversation with Bishop Trimble 
 

Please plan to join Bishop Trimble in any of 5        
locations near you for a discussion on the State of 

the Church. He will share details about the Protocol, 
offer perspective, and clarify priorities of the church 

in Indiana, but he also wants to hear from you. 
Come ready to share in this dialogue about the 

state of The United Methodist Church.  
 

Fishers United Methodist Church: Saturday, March 21 at 10:00am (ET)  
Washington Christ United Methodist Church: Sunday, March 22 at 3:00pm (ET) 
Huntington Evangelical United Methodist Church: Saturday, April 4 at 10:00am (ET) 
Seymour First United Methodist Church: Sunday, April 19 at 3:00pm (ET) 
Lafayette Christ United Methodist Church: Sunday, April 26 at 3:00pm (ET)   
 
*Pastor Craig will be attending the discussion being held on March 21st at Fishers United Methodist Church in 
Fishers, Indiana 



  

 

                                      What's Happening in Sunday Mornings Small Groups? 
Preschool (Preschool) @  8:15am, 9:45am and 11:15am 
Theme: Follow the Leader 
Memory Verse: “Come and follow me,’ Jesus said.” 
Key Question: Who can you follow? 
Bottom Line: I can follow Jesus 

BINGO & BIBLES: Thursdays March 12th and 26th: 3:30 - 4:30pm 
Kids meet Pastor Suzanne in front of Cypress Grove at 3:30. We will walk in as a 
group. We will pick a resident to play bingo beside, we will play, interact with the 
residents, and then have a short time of Bible Study together. Kids will need to be 
picked up at Cypress Grove (4255 Medwel Dr.-Across the street from the church) at 
4:30pm. And yes, there will be prizes! 
 
VBS Planning Meeting: March 30th @ 6pm 
Interested in serving during our VBS? Do you want to bring new ideas to the table? Have you never served before but are 
interested in doing so this year? Then save the date for VBS, July 19th-23rd and plan to join us for our planning meeting as 
we pray, finalize our theme, and make a schedule for training, decorating, and publicity! 
 
Holy Week Worship with Kids 
Kids (K-5th) are invited to remain in worship on Palm Sunday (April 5th) and Easter Sunday (April 12th). Kids will have 
unique opportunities to experience worship on these days with their families and we don't want them to miss it!  

Elementary (K-5th)@ 9:45am and 11:15am 
Theme: DIY - Forgiveness is up to you! 
Memory Verse: “Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something     
    against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgives you.” Colossians 3:13, NIrV 
Life App: Forgiveness - Deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn't have to pay 

Each week children, PreK-5th, will be sent home with a Parent Cue. This is a resource for you to help continue faith 
conversations at home during the week. In addition to this, children K-5th, will receive "God Times" a devotional for 

younger children to journey through with their parents and older children to journey through on their own. 

Greetings, 
From the time I was a child, I remember conversations with my parents as to what we would "give up" for the season of Lent. 
Admittedly those early years of my spiritual practice of giving up something...or fasting...were things like chocolate, tv, cheese 
and soft drinks. As I've gotten older, I have begun to realize the power of this practice beyond giving up a simple pleasure. I   
actually look forward to Lent every year. It is a time when I feel especially close to Jesus because I am intentional about        
practicing my faith in tangible ways. All of this started through my parents encouragement at a young age to participate in the 
act of giving something up and better yet they did this alongside of me. My hope for you and your family is that you take the 
opportunity to draw closer to Jesus this Lenten season. Have the conversation with your family, maybe you give something up, 
maybe you add something, maybe you give things away, whatever you choose may it be something that grows your relationship 
with Jesus.  
 
Remember...you are loved! Pastor Suzanne 



  

 

Breakfast Club for Youth (6th - 12th grade): 
Join us Sunday mornings 9:45am-10:45am downstairs for food in the large youth room; friends are always       
welcome. There will be small group time for High School and Middle School. 
In March we will be taking a closer look at who Jesus is as we get ready for Easter. 
 
Middle School Special Event - Lock In: March 6 -7 
All 6th- 8th grade students are invited to attend. We will have a focus on the theme of prayer as we help Pastor  
Suzanne set up the church for a House of Prayer experience for the whole church that takes place on Saturday 
March 7. We will also have plenty of time for the normal lock in fun and games and we will try to get some sleep 
as well! Sign up by letting Linda know your student is coming. 812-677-0286.  
 
Lent for Youth and Families: 
There will be a special devotion booklet available for youth to pick up to have a practice 
of daily reading during Lent.  The readings are short and written specifically for youth; it 
would be a good idea for parents to read along too as that gives an extra opportunity to 
talk about faith in your home. The name of the devotion is, Together, A Journey toward 
Easter. 
 

There will also be a Social Media lent devotion image posted each day during lent on the 
@numcyouth  Instagram page.  Please follow this page if you are interested in these devotions. 
 

Confirmation – A story of Faith development 

 
We have 17 students in the Confirmation class. They have been diligently working through sessions on    
Christianity and the Church since September. They also have a mentor to help them through the process. On 
our recent retreat, the mentors came to the retreat center (in Santa Claus Indiana) for an evening session 
with the students.  They ate together then they met in small groups to talk about some of the things we had 
been talking about during our retreat; our relationship with God and our spiritual practices. What an     
amazing time that was to walk into the retreat lodge and see students and adults sharing stories of faith and 
doubt and life. When I went to one group to ask how they were doing they replied, “Great!  We are still on 
question one!!” This was after 20 minutes together! But what a moment that was that faith stories and lives 
were being shared. This is what confirma-
tion is all about; modeling what the church 
is to be. Finally, we    ended the session with 
a time of worship and communion. What a 
great night.   
 

Confirmation Sunday is April 19th and is    

rapidly approaching.  Please continue to be 

in prayer for these students as they make a 

faith decision to say yes to Jesus and the 

church. We appreciate all the support 

that  is given to include youth as an                                  

 important part of the church today, not just in the future.  



  

 

Here we are in March already! We sure are looking forward to some warm and dry days to be able to play outside!  We will get 
a chance to play and pretend at cMoe with the Pre-K on Friday, March 6th.  The AM & PM sessions will be going together, so it 
will be loads of fun! 

Mary Jo Huff was unable to be here last month so she will be visiting sharing her  fabulous storytelling with us on the 10th! We 
look forward to taking an imaginative adventure with her!   Then on the 19th the Older 3’s will be travelling to Newburgh    
Tumbling during their regular class times!  This is a new Field Trip for us, and we are looking forward to a new adventure! Fri-
day the 20th we are closed for an unused Snow Make-Up Day and will be out for Spring Break through the 29th.   

The children continue to collect weekly items for the Food Pantry and are so proud to be able to bring the overflowing carts 
down to the Staff.  All these little ones learning to be kind to others they will never know, warms 
are hearts.   

Pastor Suzanne blesses us a couple of times a month with a wonderful time of learning about 
God’s love through Bible teachings during Chapel time.  The children so enjoy the time she spends 
with them and we are grateful! 

As we look forward to more sunshine and longer daylight hours, we are thankful for the light and 
love you give to our staff and children at NUMPS!  

Blessings, 
Sandy Minasian 
NUMPS Director 

SAVE THE DATE 
Church Camps! 

CHURCH CAMP! June 21-23 & June 21-26 
Children grades K-5 are invited and encouraged to join us for church camp at Camp Rivervale in Mitchell, Indiana. 
Church camp is an opportunity for children to experience Jesus through new friendships, nature, activities, games, 
worship, and Bible study. Pastor Suzanne will be spending the entire week at Camp Rivervale with the children 
along with other trained staff from our conference and local churches. The cost for Mini-Camp for kids grades K-2 is 
$229 if you register your child by April 15th. The cost of Impact Camp for kids grades 3-5 is $449 if you register at 
the early bird rate by April 15th. Discount Codes are available through the church which will give you $75 off your 
child's Mini-Camp registration and $150 off your child's Impact Camp registration. Please contact Pastor Suzanne 
for registration instructions and discount codes suzanne@newburghumc.org 
Middle School Camp (6th - 9th grade) @ Santa Claus Campground: June 15 - 20 
High School Camp (9th - 12th grade) @ Santa Claus Campground: June 11 - 14 

 
VBS: July 19 - 23 

Recreation Ministry is not all about sports  
Say What?! Yes, it’s true! 
A simple definition of recreation is “activity done for enjoyment when one is not working”. 
 

Just because we’re adults, doesn’t mean we have to make life all about work.  
Somewhere between childhood and adulthood, we stopped playing. And I’m here to tell you that’s just wrong!  
I want to invite you to learn more about this ministry.  Yes we have Fitness activities - we have open gym for Volleyball and 
Basketball and Pickleball - but why can’t we have Play Time?! Why can’t we think outside the box? Why can’t we make play a 
priority? I’m going to encourage you to join me and let’s have some FUN!  
Be on the lookout for some new opportunities to play.  I would love it if you would share your ideas with me too! 
 
Blessings!  
Angie Barr – Recreation Ministry Director 



  

 

Office hours: 
Monday: 8am - 12noon 

Tuesday - Thursday: 8am - 4pm 
Friday: 8am - 12noon 

You can reach any staff by email and we will get back at our earliest availability. 

Pastor Craig Duke 

Lead Pastor 

craig@newburghumc.org 

(812) 677-0285 

Allison Novak 

Finance Administrator 

allison@newburghumc.org 

Griffin DeVoy 

Traditional Worship Leader 

griffin@newburghumc.org 

Angie Barr 

Recreation Ministry Director 

angie@newburghumc.org 

(812) 202-1728 

Pastor Suzanne Juncker 

Family Life and Children Pastor 

suzanne@newburghumc.org 

(812) 572-7516 

Erin Sexton 

Administrative Assistant 

erin@newburghumc.org 

Duane Jaeger 

Maintenance Facilitator 

duane@newburghumc.org 

Judy Masterson 

Church Receptionist 

judy@newburghumc.org 

Pastor Linda Duke 

Youth Pastor 

linda@newburghume.org 

(812) 677-0286 

Ashley Thomas 

Communications Director 

ashley@newburghumc.org 

Joyce Cundiff 

 Parish Counselor 

joyce@newburghumc.org 

(812) 305-0445 

Annette Greenberg 

Church Custodian 

annette@newburghumc.org 

No appointment necessary during office hours but are available 
Call or text for appointment  
(cell phone) 812-305-0445 or (office) 812-853-2946 ext. 124 
Office Hours 
Tuesday 11am - 2pm 
Thursday 9am – 2pm 

Our 2nd annual Marriage Enrichment Class came to a close        
February 10th. It was such a joy for Pastor Craig and I to work 
with such wonderful couples from our church. We ended with a 
meal together, which is always so much fun! We all realize it is 
hard to find a safe place for couples to work on issues such as               
communications and conflict resolutions, just to mention a few. 
These classes are always a lot of fun and a good place to meet 
other people in our church too.  
I also offer private sessions for Marriage Enrichment and Premarital Classes, so please contact me at any 
time if this is something you are in need of and willing to work on your relationship. 
It is my prayer that you enjoy your relationship to the fullest; never use words you cannot take back, be 
kind to each other, and love each other as God loves you! 
The next Marriage Enrichment Group session will be January 2021 unless we have enough couples request 
one before then. 
 
Blessings, 
Joyce Cundiff 
Parish Counselor 
 
I will be on vacation and out of the office February 24th until March 10th.  

mailto:craig@newburghumc.org
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