
  

 

CHRISTMAS SINGING/CAROLING WEDNESDAYS AROUND THE TREE 
STARTING WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 2 AT 4:00pm 

Wednesdays during Advent will be a time to sing and carol safely outside by our Christmas Tree. If 
there was ever a time when Christmas cheer needed to be safely spread to our community and 
most isolated, this is it. To meet that need, Griffin DeVoy, our worship leader, and Rafael Pereira, 

our church accompanist, will lead a time of   singing Christmas carols and then the second week go 
to the homes of those who will greatly appreciate the hearing of familiar songs sung outside their 

porches and front doors. Social distance will be maintained and masks will be worn if needed if 
space outside a home is limited. This an opportunity to finally exercise our lungs and sing in the 
season of Christmas. All ages are welcome and the words to the familiar carols will be provided. 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 

4:00pm, 7:00pm, 8:00pm and 9:00pm 
The staff and worship team have put our heads together for a meaningful, safe and 
creative experience on Christmas Eve, Thursday December 24th. We will be offering 

4 opportunities for people to gather outside around the Christmas tree for        
Communion, Lighting of candles, singing Silent Night, Holy Night and a closing  

prayer. Each year when folks share about the important elements of Christmas Eve 
the same things are heard, “we look forward to Holy Communion and singing Silent 
Night as we light our candles.” So, that is exactly what we are going to do. We will 

not even contemplate moving the experience indoors unless heavy rain is            
predicted. Snow will be welcome! So, put on your coats, gather your loved ones 
and drive to the church for a very unique and meaningful worship experience on 

Christmas Eve like none other. Each service will last about 30 minutes.    



  

 

OUTDOOR DECORATING AND LIMITED INSIDE DECORATING 
On Sunday November 29th, the first Sunday of Advent, you are invited to participate starting at 2:00pm in  
decorate the outside trees and lawn on the West side (front) of the building and the outer doors with 
wreaths. We will put lights on the trees, put up the new outdoor Christmas Tree, and nativity. The sanctuary 
will allow for a limited number of people to put up our new indoor nativity, tree, and some decorations in the 
chancel area. The decorating will be livestreamed so that folks may feel included at home. Hot chocolate, 
cookies, and more will also be available to entice all to safely gather. 

 
CREATE YOUR OWN ADVENT WREATH 

Each year during Advent we light candles to remind us of the gifts Jesus brought to the world: Hope, Peace, 
Joy, and Love. This year we want to invite you to make your own Advent Wreath so that you will have a     
candle to light with us in worship. Below you will find simple instructions that I found through the blog 
"Joyfully Domestic": 
Supply List for Simple Advent Wreath 

· 12” wire wreath frame 
· Soft greenery garland (check Dollar Tree!) 
· Purple poinsettia flowers 
· Advent Candle Set (Check Amazon) 
· White Christmas ribbon 
· Greenery ties 
· Glue gun 

1. Take your garland and wrap it around your wire wreath until it is completely covered. Use your hot 
glue to hold it in place. 
2. Take your white ribbon and wrap it around until you ’ve found your desired placement. Secure it 
with a small dab of hot glue. 
3. Using a little bit of floral wire or greenery ties, space out the candle holders as evenly in place 
as possible and secure in place.  
4. Fill in empty areas of your wreath with you purple poinsettia flowers and use a little bit of hot glue 
to hold them in place. 
5. Add your candles and you've made a super simple Advent wreath! 

Interactive Multi-Generational Zoom Worship 
We are excited to offer a new opportunity for online worship on Nov. 29 and Dec. 20 at  9:45 am.    

We are asking families, individuals, or couples to join us on Zoom for a more interactive online worship       
experience. You will actually get to physically see who you are at church with! All components of the worship 
will be interactive. There will be time for children to interact, we will have Christmas music that you can sing 
along with at home. Families will have the opportunity to make their own Advent Wreath if they choose and 
then light them during worship. You will have a chance to share prayers and questions or comments   
throughout the service using the chat feature that Zoom provides. The message will be a dialogue with Pastor 
Craig, Suzanne, and Linda that will feature chances for you to add questions or ideas during that time. At the 
end of the service participants will be placed in breakout rooms on Zoom for a short time of discussion and 
fellowship with each other. The breakout room time will mix up generations so that we may better connect to 
one another. We hope you will join us for this special advent worship opportunity. 
There will be a chance for you to sign up ahead of time so that you can be sent the link to join. Please reach 
out to Pastor Linda (linda@newburghumc.org) with any questions. 
For those that do not have Zoom technology the experience will be recorded and posted later that day. 



  

 

“And so it continues…” 
 
I sat in the huge Titan stadium just 10 rows from the very top! The empty seats around me were zip tied to 
prevent another person from sitting too close. This means that many volunteers had to walk the 68,000       
capacity stadium to do this and to place on my seat the gift of a free flag for the home team. Watching my 
Bears play the Tennessee Titans, I was conscious of the piped in crowd noise over the loud speakers to give 
the players a sense of a larger crowd. The stadium became deathly quiet on commercial breaks when the 
crowd sound was turned off. It is amazing how empty a stadium seems when there are 53,000 less folks in the 
stands. This was yet another confirmation of a world in the midst of a pandemic. No tail gating, no gathering 
and no venders in the aisles hawking peanuts, hotdogs, or beer.   
 
As I write this today, our worship has gone back to online only, Joe Biden is the new President Elect of the 
United States with Kamala Harris as the Vice President Elect, the coronavirus has claimed 240,000 lives and 
continues to infect 100,000 persons in our country every day. I do not suppose that any of us could have     
imagined this pandemic lasting so long. But, since we now have a better understanding of just how long of a 
journey we have, I propose that we focus not on what we can’t do and where we can’t go but instead focus on 
what we can do and where we can go. Advent is still going to take place and Jesus is still coming.   
 
I have made more significant decisions in the last months than I have over the previous 2-3 years. Each        
decision that has affected the lives and ministry of Newburgh United Methodist Church has been done with 
prayer and counsel with God. There will most likely be plenty of decisions to come but I am confident that God 
will continue to steer us. 
 
As you will see in the following articles, the staff has much to celebrate as we have begun creative planning for 
the season of Advent and Christmas. There continue to be plenty of ways for us to connect, share and love. I 
ask that you continue to pray for God’s grace, to plan for God’s goodness and to prepare for God’s Son.  
 
- Pastor Craig 

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MUSIC CONCERT TO AIR ON DECEMBER 20 
Another special experience that will be offered on Sunday afternoon December 20th via social     
media will be our worship band, soloists and invited guests to do a concert of your favorite     
Christmas hymns and carols. Our hope is that you will find joy at home by singing along and         
celebrating the Christmas Season with the sounds that are so familiar to us. Griffin DeVoy will be 
coordinating the experience and the time will be shared prior to the event. The great news is that 
once we air the concert, you may listen to it throughout the Advent Season and beyond.   



  

 

Celebrating Advent at Home 
We want to give you a way to celebrate the season of Advent at home. So we created a packet with four   
opportunities to connect with God and your loved ones during this season through an Advent Calendar 
which invites you to create a sticker nativity, read scripture, have faith conversations, and light candles. In 
addition to this, families are encouraged to make their own Advent Wreath. Advent 2020 Packets have been 
sent to families with children fifth grade and younger. If you have not received your packet in the mail, please 
contact Pastor Suzanne (812-572-7516 or suzanne@newburghumc.org).  
 

Youth Schedule for December: 
Nov. 29 , Dec. 27 & Jan. 3  there will be NO youth meetings to take a break during the Holidays. 

Dec. 6 @ 11:00am – Where are we?  What have we looked at so far in our “One Story” series and what have 
we missed?  This will be a good Sunday to join in if you have missed out so far.  

Dec. 13: Youth Christmas party 11:00 am – 12:30 pm  -  Details will be posted & sent out to youth.  
Dec. 20 @ 11:00 am - How to end the craziest year ever with confidence! 

* Please make sure you watch for notifications through email, text, or Facebook for the most up to date 
Youth meeting information and cancellations. 
 

Christmas Youth Service Project: 
Traditionally each Christmas season the youth take time out to help provide a meal at the Ronald McDonald 
House. Due to Covid we cannot go into the facility to cook. They are asking for donations of meal gift cards to 
local restaurants or Grub Hub or Door Dash gift cards. 
We will be collecting those until Dec. 13th so that we can mail them to the Ronald McDonald house in a timely 

manner.  Students can bring donations with them to youth meetings or they can be mailed to the church. 

Please reach out to Linda with any questions. 

Coming in January! 

Growing With book discussion group. Monday nights starting  
Jan. 11.  6:30 pm – 7:30 pm 

Growing With is for those who are parenting teenagers and young 
adults. Anyone who is a parent to a child from 13 to 29 will benefit from 

this series. The book’s subtitle is: “Every parent’s guide to helping         
teenagers to young adults thrive in faith, family and future.”   

You can go ahead and purchase the book through Amazon so you can start 
reading ahead of time.   

This discussion group will take place on Zoom.  



  

 

I think we are all surprised that this pandemic is still in our midst! Eight 
months now. As we pray every day that a preventative or cure be found 
for Covid-19, we hear that it could be a long way off. It does appear that 
those who are diligent about staying at home as much as possible, 
wearing mask, and using hand sanitizer have for the most part avoided 
coming down with the virous.  
My concern is, what is this isolation doing to those who stay at home all the time? We were not created to be    
isolated completely! I and the staff try to reach out to those we know who need to be checked on once in a while, 
even just to have a conversation helps those who are so completely isolated. The problem is #1 we don’t always 
know who we need to call, and #2 they need and want to hear from their friends they haven’t heard from in long 
time. So, I have 3 request. Let me know of people who would like to have a phone call every once in a while, just to 
chat! Call your friends more often especially ones you haven’t heard from in a while. The last request is for those of 
you who are suffering from isolation please call me, even if you don’t know me, I can usually find plenty of things 
to talk about!  
 
Stay Safe, and stay connected, 
Joyce Cundiff  
NUMC Parish Counselor 

I just have to let you know that our volleyball and pickleball players are the 
BEST!  They are so appreciative of being able to play in our gym.  They love the 
competition, the exercise, and the fun we have every week. Some have             
expressed the activities and fellowship are stress-reducers, depression-relievers, 

and crucial to their mental health.  I could not agree more and that’s one reason why I’m so passionate about our 
ministry. 
My Rec Ministry friends have been very generous and donated over $850 for the Thanksgiving Baskets food drive. 
Thank YOU! 
I pray we all experience a little hope, peace, joy and love this Christmas season – and realize they can come in 
many unexpected places. 

Blessings! 
Angie 

Office Hours: 
Tuesdays 11:30 AM – 3:30 PM and Thursday 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM  
After hours by appointment only.  
Cell Phone # 812-305-0445 
Office Phone 812-853-2946 ext. 124 
Email: joyce@newburghumc.og 

NUMC Youth have sweatshirts! 

 

As part of building community during this time we have NUMC Youth sweatshirts that 
students and adult supporters are wearing to remind us that we are connected (and they 
are soft and warm too!!).  There are some extra sweatshirts available if you did not get in 
on the pre-order.   All we are asking is a donation to the Youth Ministry of $15 if you are 
a student or $25 if you are an adult.  The extra sweatshirts do us no good sitting in a 
box!! We would love for anyone who wants to help promote and support NUMC youth 
to contact us for one soon.  The extras are a limited supply so it will be first come, first 
serve. Linda – 812-677-0285 or linda@newburghumc.org 



  

 

ONLINE WORSHIP 
Now that we are worshipping online only for a considerable amount of time, we are seeking to make 
worship more conducive to your watching at home. You may have noticed that we have been beginning 
the service with an intro to NUMC and to the theme of the day. The worship service has been        
streamlined as we have reduced those parts of worship that do not translate well on media.   

At 9:45am Sundays you may watch the service live by: 
1. You Tube through our Newburgh UMC channel. 
2. Newburgh UMC on Facebook using Facebook Live streaming. If the live stream has not begun, you 
will be directed only to previous worship services.   
3. On our web site, newburghumc.org, you can click on “Sunday Services” which will direct you to the 
YouTube channel. 
4. You can view previous services through YouTube or the Newburgh UMC phone app, download 
through the Apple Store or Google Play (it’s free!).  
*Please note, our phone app allows you to view the church calendar, special events and provides ways to 
financially contribute to the ministries of NUMC. If you ever need help with any of the above technological 
ways of connecting, please call the office: 853-2946 or email Ashley@newburghumc.org 

SAFE AND CAUTION OVER THE HOLIDAYS 
GATHER SAFELY OR NOT IN PERSON 

 

None of us like restrictions.  None of us like the thought of family traditions being interrupted, changed or    
prevented from happening due to the pandemic. BUT, this is the reality where we find ourselves. Although it 
may feel like the end of the world not to be able to gather with family around one big table with a roasted 
turkey at one end and all the “fixins” greatly displayed, it truly is not.  
Keeping our loved ones safe and connecting in creative ways will be a special memory this 2020 holiday         
season. Pastor Craig wants to share that his family will not be traveling to family this Thanksgiving or Christmas 
as they have done for years. “We are in this together,” said Pastor Craig. “ I am as challenged and disappointed 
as the next person when it comes to restrictions of being with extended family.  But, I love them enough and our 
relationship is strong enough that I know we will still celebrate the blessings of God and the birth of Jesus.”   
Our hope is to encourage families to truly communicate about the coming holidays and consider alternatives to 
the ways you have normally gathered. Those hard conversations remind us of our need to face such                 
experiences together. Being separated for a time for legitimate reasons reminds all of us of the sacrifice that so 
many are already making: 
Military families are frequently apart during the holidays 
Medical personnel have to quarantine in order to continue saving lives 
Many families are separated by geographical distance that makes it challenging to be together  
Families with loved ones in the hospital, nursing homes, and rehab centers are often apart  
International students are often alone during the holidays as it is too expensive to get home 
Many jobs still need to be done on the holidays which means family members are away.   
May we be willing to make needed sacrifices for the sake of love of others. This is what Jesus has done for us. 



  

 

As the days, weeks and months have gone by during this very strange time in our 
world, I find myself concerned that we are missing out as we learn to navigate our 
daily lives in a different way.  Then I walk in to Preschool and those fears all    
evaporate!  Children are so adaptable!  We hear from parents that they love their 
teacher and their new friends and just love being in school!  They don’t have a 
care in the world!  What more can we ask for?  So, I am trying to be more mindful 
of having a childlike outlook. Don’t get me wrong, I still have my grown-up hat on 
too!  But seeing Christmas through the eyes of a child is always magical!  And it 

helps to keep me grounded.  So Merry Christmas! Let’s celebrate the little child that came to us on Christmas 
and remember He is with Us, through every minute of every day, always!  

The Pre-K classes will be presenting their Christmas program digitally this year on December 18th, either via 
live feed or video.  The information will be sent to the parents as the time draws closer.  They are preparing 
songs and smiles to bring Christmas cheer to all!  

As we move into 2021, we begin to plan for the next school year with registration.  The process will look a bit 
different this year, but it will help to keep everyone safe and hopefully, healthy!  Please feel free to share this 
information!  Blessings from the NUMPS family! 

- Class options for 3-Day Older 3’s and 5-Day Pre-K are limited. 
- Make sure to have a second choice selected in case your first choice is unavailable. 

 

Registration Dates and Times 

Friday, January 15, 2021– Registration for current Newburgh United Methodist Church Members.   

9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.: Enter Door #1. Registration table will be in the narthex. Masks and social distancing 
are required. 

Monday, January 18, 2021- Instructions: 

Please form a car line around the building, just as we do for the arrival and dismissal car line. Enter from the 
northside entrance and circle around to the southside of the building. We do not want cars out on the       
highway, a double line will be formed and numbers will be handed out if needed.  Pull up to Door # 1.  Have 
your registration forms filled out and your payment ready; we will service you from the passenger side of the 
vehicle. 

7:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.:  

Registration for families who currently 
have a child in the Young 2’s & 3’s, Older 
3’s or Pre-K NUMPS program.  Current  
families must have a child enrolled prior to 
November 1st in order to be able to register 
on this date. 

12:30 p.m. – 3 p.m.:  Registration for past 
NUMPS families and NEW families.  

Registration Fees 

Cash or Checks (payable to: NUMPS) accepted 

Young 2’s & 3’s: $30 per family 

Older 3’s or Pre-K: $50 per family 

Young 2’s & 3’s & either Older 3’s or Pre-K: $50 per family 

Older 3’s or Pre-K & Extended Enrichment: $75 per family  
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